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Wl come to Hewie’'s News and Views for March 21, 2000
I ndustry News

| saw sone news itens that affects many of us, but the news nedia,
especially the industry media, glossed over it. They are |ooking at the
bi g picture.

Many of you are famliar with US Robotics, the nmaker of Sportster and
Courier nodens. 3Com bought Us Robotics a few years back. 3Comwas al so
t he conpany that manufactured the PalmPilot, the |argest selling handheld
conput er.

3Com spun off its Palm Conputing unit in an IPOin the last nonth. Now
3Comw Il get rid of anal og nodens, nanely the fax nodens that we are all
using. They will also stop producing their high end LAN and WAN products.
Their new focus will be on IP tel ephony, broadband, wireless and web-based
products.

The conpany will sell its anal og nodem business to a joint venture being
formed with Taiwan-based Accton Technol ogy and Si ngapore-based Nat St eel
El ectronics. 3Comw |l shut down its LAN and WAN core product |ines and
contract with Extreme Networks to provide support and give custoners
access to next generation products in those fields.

This pings a bit in my heart, as | was a long tinme US Robotics user back
in the days of BBS (BulletinBoard Systens). | ran a BBS for over 10 years
and used the highest speed US Robotics Modem at any given tine. They
supported the BBS community with very special pricing for Sysops (System
Qperators). |In return, US Robotics becane the |argest nodem nanuf act urer
in the world.

Browser News

Net scape announced Monday that Navigator 6 is expected to be available in
a beta version within in the next 25 days. Opera, another browser program
rel eased a beta version 4 this week.

Renmenmber that “BETA’ versions are testing versions. |f you don't like to
crash your system or your program don’'t download these betas. Wit
until they are officially released. Then you can conpl ain when they crash!

Thanks for joining Hewie’'s Mailing list. |If you wish to opt out, just go
to http://ww hewie.net or go directly to
http://hewie_ s favorites.listbot.com.
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