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| saw this article this norning. If you find the web too slow, if you are
usi ng any of the high Bandwi th services (cable, DSL, T-1, etc.), or are

planning to, this will be of interest. Sone |inks may wap and | ose part
of the Iink. [If that happens, copy and paste the entire link to your
browser and then renpve spaces.
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This story was printed from ZDNet AnchorDesk | ocated at

http://ww. anchordesk.com If you would |ike to receive further high-tech

news alerts, sinply send a nessage to on@nchordesk.com and you will
automatically receive a free sanple.

The Fi ber-Optics Chall enge

URL:
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Berst Alert

Jesse Berst, Editorial DirectorZDNet AnchorDesk

Thur sday, March 30, 2000

Si x technol ogies are racing to deliver high-speed Internet access to your
living room Cable nodens, DSL, wireless, satellite and power lines are
nost famliar. Some consider fiber optics the ultimate choice. It's so
good, it could nake all the other obsol ete.

Optical networks transformdata into beams of |ight that can travel at

extraordi nary speeds -- 10 Gbps and beyond. Pronmising to shatter Internet
bottl enecks. But don't hold your breath. For nost of us, fiber-to-the-hone
(FTTH) -- enticing as it sounds -- renmins on the horizon. I'll explain.

THE RACE IS ON
Cisco, Nortel and Lucent are spending billions to dominate the optical
networks market. Cick for nore.

Sal es of optical-related networking gear will alnost double from $48
billion this year to $90 billion in 2003, according to narket research
firmRHK. Cick for nore.

Trials that extend fiber-optic cable into hones are under way coast to
coast :

Bel | South started testing a systemin an Atlanta suburb late |ast year.
Click for nore The Palo Alto (CA) City Council will spend $380,000 on a
FTTH project later this spring. dick for nore.

VWHAT YOU GET
As MT' s Technol ogy Review puts it, bandwidth is |like a drug. Once you're
hooked, the nmore you' ve got to have. dick for nore. Optical networks




promi se to feed that craving:

Rel i evi ng congested Net backbones Greatly expanding the capacity of
net wor ks Speeds of 10 Gbps and beyond Delivery in snaller, secondary
markets. Cick for nore Enabling sophisticated nmultinmedia offerings

THERE' S GOTTA BE A CATCH

And there is. Optical networks have been around a couple of decades now.
Scientific American lists nore than three dozen field trials and
installations worldwide in that tine. The holdup has to do with:

Cost. It continues to fall. But it's still steep at about $1,500 for a
one-time installation on a typical suburban home Technol ogy. The
fiber-optics space is changing rapidly. Firnms are hesitant to build out a
network today that may be obsolete tonmorrow Installation factors. In new
construction areas, laying new networks is not a problem It's ruch harder
i n established nei ghborhoods. Competing standards. A group of conpanies
are working on a Full Service Access Network (FSAN) architecture

|'ve seen predictions that optical networks will be delivering 100 Mips to
hones by 2005. That's overly optimstic. Wdespread FTTH is at |east 10
years off. But don't be surprised to see it in your workplace much sooner.

Does FTTH sound |i ke the technol ogy you' ve been waiting for? Use the
Tal kBack button to send ne a nmessage directly. O talk it over with other
readers in my Berst Alerts forum And please take today's Quick Poll.

READ MORE:

Fi ber Optics Online - Internet

http://ww. fiberopticsonline.confcontent/honepage/ default.asp
Agi | ent Shares Surge on New Fi ber-Optic Technology - ZD Inter @tive
I nvest or

http://ww. zdii.conlindustry |ist.asp?mde=news&doc_i d=RTN06596343885&t i cker =a
The Fiber Famne - Inter@tive Wek
http://ww. zdnet . conf i nt week/ st ori es/ col ums/ 0, 4164, 2455509, 00. ht
Optical Firms Aimat 40 Cbops Barrier - Inter@tive Wek
http://ww. zdnet . cont i nt week/ st ori es/ news/ 0, 4164, 2466400, 00. ht

SUBSCRI BE:
Get AnchorDesk's Emmil Sunmary in Your |nbox! - ZDNet Anchor Desk

http://ww. zdnet . conf chkpt / aden2f pf / ww. zdnet . com anchor desk/ whoi swe/ subscri be. ht

DI SCUSS:
Jesse's Berst Alerts

http://chkpt.zdnet.conl chkpt/aden2f pf / ww. anchor desk. cont di sgr oups/ di sgroups_54. ht m

COWPANI ES:
Cisco Systens, Inc.

http://chkpt.zdnet.conl chkpt/aden2f pf / ww. anchor desk. conf conpany/ conpany_2257. ht ni
Nor Tel (Northern Tel econ

http://chkpt.zdnet. conlf chkpt/aden?f pf / ww. anchor desk. conf conpany/ conpany_3096. ht ni

TOPI CS:
| SPs/ Onl i ne Services

http://chkpt.zdnet. conl chkpt/aden?f pf / ww. anchor desk. con t opi cs/topi cs_291. ht nl
Fast Access




http://chkpt.zdnet. conl chkpt/aden?f pf / ww. anchor desk. coni t opi cs/topi cs_367. ht nl

Copyright (c) 1997 ZDNet.

Al rights reserved. Additional reproduction in whole or in part

or in any formor mediumw thout express witten perm ssion of ZDNet is
prohi bited. ZDNet and the ZDNet | ogo are trademarks of Ziff-Davis Inc.

<< Back to Control Center

©2001 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Terms of Use Advertise Privacy




